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Statement  

At  All Aboard Nursery we believe that all children have the right to have full and equal 
access to an appropriate Early Years Curriculum. All Aboard Nursery offers daytime care 
for children aged 3 and 4 with additional needs that are primarily sourced in social 
communication and interaction difficulty including autism. We recognise that children with 
these needs may also be affected by other emerging needs and disabilities. All children 
have the right to be cared for and educated to achieve the best possible outcomes, to share 
opportunities and experiences and develop and learn alongside their peers. We provide a 
positive and welcoming inclusive environment where children are supported according to 
their individual needs.  

  
Introduction  

“Children have a Special Educational Need if they have a learning difficulty which calls for 
Special Educational provision to be made for them”. As defined by the SEND Code of 
Practice 2015.  

This policy is in line with the SEND Code of Practice 2015, EYFS Statutory Framework and 
Equality Act 2010.  

Children have special educational needs if they have a learning difficulty, which calls for 
special educational provision to be made for them. Children have a learning difficulty if 
they:  

(a) Have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the 
same age.  

(b) Have a disability, which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational 
facilities of a kind generally provided for children of the same age in schools within the 
area of the local authority.  

(c) Are under compulsory school age and fall within the definition of (a) or (b) above or 
would do so if special educational provision was not made for them.           

        
Our Aims:  

At All Aboard Nursery we strive to provide a broad and balanced curriculum for all children 
to become confident with a growing ability to communicate and who are then ready to make 
the transition into compulsory education.  

The Early Years Foundation Stage is our starting point for planning that meets the specific 
needs of individuals and groups of children. When planning, practitioners set suitable 
learning challenges and respond to children’s diverse learning needs.  Some children have 
barriers to learning that mean they have special needs and require particular action by the 
nursery.  

We aim to offer a secure and positive environment that will promote the development of 
the whole child.  

To provide a differentiated curriculum to meet the needs of all children. Ensuring that every 
child is given full and equal access to a broad and balanced curriculum appropriate to 
individual need.  

To develop individual learning programmes to meet the specific requirements of children 
with social communication difficulty including autism.  
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To enable all children to have full access to all elements of the nursery’s curriculum.  

To ensure that parents/carers are able to play their part in supporting their child’s 
education.  

To ensure that our children have a voice in this process.  

  
Educational Inclusion:  

At All Aboard Nursery we aim to offer excellence and choice to all our children, whatever 
their ability or needs. We have high expectations of all our children. We aim to achieve this 
through the removal of barriers to learning and participation that may present as a direct 
correlation to the Autistic Spectrum Condition (ASC)/ Social Communication and 
Interaction Difficulties (SCID) profile of need. We want all our children to feel that they are 
a valued part of our nursery community.  

Through appropriate curricular provision, we respect the fact that ASC/SCID affected 
children:  

• have different educational and behavioural needs and aspirations.  

• require different strategies for learning;  

• acquire, assimilate and communicate information at different rates;  

• need a range of different teaching approaches and experiences.  

 
Identifying and assessing Special Educational Needs (SEN) for young children whose first 
language is not English requires particular care. Our practitioners will carefully consider all 
aspects of a child’s learning and development to establish whether any delay is related to 
learning English as an additional language or if it arises from their SEN or disability. 
Difficulties related solely to learning English as an additional language are not SEN.  

Practitioners respond to children’s needs by:  

• providing support for children who need help with communication, language and 
literacy;   

• planning to develop children’s understanding through the use of all available senses 
and experiences, understanding that sensory processing may  present differently for 
ASC/SCID affected children;  

• planning for children’s full participation in learning, and in physical and practical 
activities; 

• helping children to manage their behaviour through improving their ability to 
communicate and to take part in learning effectively and safely;  

  
As All Aboard nursery children have an identified SEN need when they join us, our focus 
will be on ensuring there is no delay in making any necessary special educational provision 
to avoid frustration in learning and the development of behaviour difficulties. We operate 
on a basis of understanding that early action to address identified needs is critical to the 
future progress and improved outcomes for all ASC/SCID affected children.  

We maintain effective practices for identifying and assessing children’s progress by 
monitoring and updating each child’s Development Summary termly.  
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We use this information to plan for children with special educational needs, in the light of 
setting policies and with regard to the Disability Discrimination Act (1995), Policy for 
Handling and Physical Intervention and the Manual Handling policy. The Equality Act 2010 
and the Public Sector Equality Duty 2011. Also, The Children and Families Act (2014) and 
the SEND Code of Practice (2015).  

We develop and maintain effective relationships with parents/carers to build a good 
working partnership.  

We liaise with and actively work alongside external agencies building up good working 
relationships with other professional bodies.  

We plan effective transitions both when the child starts and leaves nursery, working in 
conjunction with other provisions, parents/carers and advice services.  

At All Aboard we believe all practitioners will involve themselves in understanding and 
supporting the special needs of all our children. This work is led by our special educational 
needs co-ordinator (SENCO) Katie Bell. Her role is to:  

• Oversee the design and implementation of the Individual Support Plan that will be in 
place for every child who attends All Aboard Nursery. 

• Observe every child to ensure that the needs of the child are subject to ongoing 
assessment and review. 

• Make referrals to other agencies as needed and when advice /recommendation is 
received make sure this is acted upon. 

• Compile documents as needed to fulfil the requirements of EY funding applications to 
SEND Service and other agencies. 

• Support the child’s keyperson. 

• Where there are shared care arrangements in place for a child who may also be 
attending another setting or receiving care from a childminder in addition to their 
attendance at All Aboard, liaising with and supporting the work of the keyperson for 
the child in that setting. 

• Arrange reviews for Individual Education Plans, Behaviour Plans and also arrange 
meetings with parents/ carers and professionals. 

• Oversee the setting of social communication targets for ASC/SCID affected children 
ensuring these targets are clear and measurable. 

• Prepare reports for formal assessments, and the Education, Health and Care Plans 
(EHCP’s). 

• Continue to maintain good links with external support agencies. 

• Oversee the training for practitioners in the use of alternative forms of communication, 
such as communication boards. 

 
Graduated approach:  

In line with requirements of the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice, 
we take a graduated approach to working with children with emerging concerns and their 
families. This approach includes:  
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• An analysis of the child’s needs including whether we should seek more specialist 
help from health, social care or other agencies.  

• An agreement about the interventions and support needed and the expected impact 
on progress and a date for review.  

• Implementation of the interventions or programmes agreed, including assessing the 
child’s response to the action taken.  

• A review of the effectiveness of the support and its impact on the child’s progress by 
the keyperson, SENCO, the child’s parent(s)/carers and the views of the child, 
including any agreed changes to outcomes and support. 

• Revisiting this cycle of action in increasing detail and frequency including seeking 
further specialist help to secure good progress until the SENCO, key person, the 
child’s parent(s)/carers and any other professionals involved agree intervention is no 
longer needed or decide to request an education, health and care needs assessment 
(see below).  

  
Education, Health and Care Plan: Needs Assessment:  

If the help given through the nursery’s graduated approach is not sufficient to enable the 
child to make satisfactory progress, we may request, in consultation with the parents/carers 
and any external agencies already involved, an assessment of the child’s needs by the 
local authority. This is called an Education, Health and Care (EHC) needs assessment or 
statutory assessment. The assessment will decide whether a child needs an EHC plan.  

This plan sets out in detail the education, health and social care support that is to be 
provided to a child who has SEN or a disability. The local authority will consult with 
parents/carers and let them know the outcome of the assessment.  

  
Early help assessment:  

If we believe a child and their family would benefit from support from more than one agency, 
for example where a child may have difficulties linked to poor housing or difficult domestic 
circumstances, we may request or carry out an inter-agency assessment to get early help 
for the family. This early help assessment aims to ensure that early help services are co-
ordinated and not delivered in a disjointed way. In our nursery we use the Early Help 
Assessment and plan which is followed up by early help review meetings known as TAC 
(Team Around the Child) meetings.  

We work in close partnership with other agencies, such as Child Health Services, Social 
Care, Educational Psychology Service, Speech Therapists and Special Needs Support 
services as required.  

  
Our building:  

Our building is shared with other groups who specialise in supporting children and young 
people with identified needs sourced in difficulty with social communication and interaction 
including autism. Our intention is to work in close professional collaboration with our 
colleagues, sharing facilities, resource and expertise as useful for the well-being and 
general good of all our children and their families. (see policies: Health and Safety, General 
Fire safety, Fire Drill procedure)  
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We monitor this policy by:  

Monitoring the progress of children with special educational needs.  

Asking parents/carers and practitioners how well they think we are meeting the needs of 
children with special educational needs in the nursery.  

  
Complaints about our special educational needs provision:  

Please see our complaints policy.   

  
Staff training:  

As part of their induction and during the first year of service all practitioners receive access 
to Early Years Early Communication skills, ASC Basic Awareness, Sensory Integration, 
Paediatric Frist Aid, and Safeguarding training as required. Other ASC related training will 
routinely be provided including Social Stories, signalong and others relating to our 
specialist field.  

  
Working with parents and carers:  

We strive to work in full partnership with parents and carers recognising that every child 
affected by autism or social communication difficulty has a family who is affected too. 
Please also refer to our Parents and carers as Partners Policy.  

  
Transition:  

To support the ASC/SCID affected child to make a successful transition into compulsory 
education is a key focus of the work carried out at All Aboard. As soon as a receiving school 
is identified we will arrange early visits to enable familiarisation of the school environment, 
prepare the child for the routine and systems of school through practice and rehearsal and 
support the child and family to build relationships with key school staff.  

  
 
This policy is adopted by All Aboard Nursery (part of the Brunel Academies Trust) and 
will be reviewed every year or earlier if change to legislation.   

 

Signed:       Nursery Manager 

 

Signed:                    Trust SEND Inclusion Lead 

 

Date:   12th October 2026 

https://allaboardnursery.org.uk/Policies/
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